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Composer Esko Heikkinen (b. 04.07.1953) is a 
multifaceted professional of music, commercial 
trumpeter and a conductor. 

He was born at Kuusjärvi in Finland. He started 
playing the trumpet when he was 14 at the 
Outokumpu wind orchestra and started moving 
towards a professional career at a young age 
playing trumpet with his father, Unto Heikkinen,  
at dance bands. 

His professional career started officially when he 
joined the Kontioranta Military Wind band in 1970 
and continued in the Military Music Department of 
the Sibelius Academy in 1973-74. In the Guard's 
Band he was the lead trumpeter in 1975-1983. 

His first contact with jazz-music was with the 
Tapiola Big Band, and the flagship of Finnish 
professional big bands, UMO, joined him in their 
ranks in 1976. Also important was his work in the 
Jukka Linkola Octet. Esko Heikkinen received the 
Yrjö award of the Finnish Jazz-Association in 1998. 
His current work is done mainly in the UMO Big-
Band as a concert master and lead-trumpeter. 

Heikkinen has also received admiration for his 
magnificient brass-band arrangements. They are 
easiest to catch with his own band, Super Brass. 

 In the 90:s Esko Heikkinen has become one of the 
most influential Big Band lead trumpeters. He has, 
to name a few, performed with these artists: Dizzy 
Gillespie, Benny Carter, Mercer Ellington, Gil 
Evans, Joe Henderson, Thad Jones, Benny Golson, 
Dave Liebman, Arturo Sandoval, NHOP, Toots 
Thielemans, Mc Coy Tyner, Bob Brookmeyer, Clark 
Terry, Dexter Gordon, Jon Faddis, Louie Bellson, 
Randy Brecker, Joe Williams, Freddie Hubbard, 
Michael Brecker, Marvin Stamm, Ray Anderson, 
John Scofield, The Manhattan Transfer (tour w),  
Mike Westbrook, Carla Bley, Natalie Cole ( tour w). 
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I. Dance of The Ichneumonoidea
"Loispistiäinen, Megarhyssa macrurus"

Esko Heikkinen 2007 

 A Little Insect Suite
 For Wind Orchestra
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